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10 BS. 
Much Honoured Friend 
FOHN DRYDEN Flq. 


SIR, 


FTHE Value I have = 
ever had for your 
 Wrinngs, makes 


me impatient to peruſe all 
Treatifes that are crown'd 
with your Name ; where- 
of, the laſt that fell into 


my Hands, was your Re- ._ 
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The Epiſtle 


ligio Laici ; which expref- 
| fesas well your great Judg- 
ment 1n, as Value for Rell 
g10N : a thing too rarely 
tound in this Age among 
Gentlemen of your Parts ; 
and, I am confident, (with 
the Bleſling of God upon. 
your Endcavours) not un- 
likely to prove of great 
Advantage to the Publick; 


ſince, as Mr. Herbert well 


obſerves, 


A Verſe may find him,who 

a Sermon lies, 

And turn Delight into a 
Sacrifice. | 


We 


Dedicatory. 
| We read in Ancient 
Times, before the Inſtitu- 
tion of Moral Philoſophy 

by Socrates, that Poets in 
general were to the People 


in ſtead of their Sacred 


Writ, from whom they re- 
ceived their Divinity, and 
Opinion concerning the 
Gods; as, who, and how, 
ro be worſhipped , how . 
pleaſed and pacified, by 
what Prayers and Ceremo- 
nies, together with ſuch. 
Rites and Ceremonies as 
were the Diony/taca, Cybe- 
liaca, Iraca, Eleuſtniaca,and 
A 4 the 
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| Thar rhe 
rue Poer bur muſt be Di- 
_ vincly infpired; and if Di- 
_ vinely inſpired, then cer- 
_ rainly to be believed. This 
ve find largely diſputed 


The Epiſtle 


| the like, Inftinared by Or- 


heus. All which were 
wit upon this Ground, 
could be no 


and aſſerted even by Phi- 


lofophers of beſt Account 
'm thoſe Days. Bur the 
rwo main Arguments 1n- 
duced them to that Belief, 


were ; Firſt, That extraor- 


dinary Motion of Mind 
wherewith all good Poets 


IL 


 Dedicatory: Th 
in all Ages have been poſ- 


ſeſled and agiared : And, 
ſecondly, The Teſtimony of 


Poets themſelves, who pro- 
teſling themſelves Inſpired, 
have made particular Rela- 
tions of ſtrange Viſtons, 
Raptures, and Apparitions 
to that purpoſe : So that. 
as the Beginning, Growth, 
and Confirmation of Ido-. 
Jatry may be aſcribed (as. 
by many 1t 15) to.Poets,and. 


their Authority. ; fo alſo to; 
ſuppoſed EFrntihufraſms and: 


Inſpirations, upon. which: 


that Authority was chiefly; 


A 5, groung:.. 


The Epiſtle 
grounded. Hence it 1s, 
that many Ancient Au- 
thors, as Ariſtotle, Strabo, 
and others, affirm, That 
Poetry (in matter of Wri- 
ting ay Compoſition) was 
in uſe long before Proſe : 
which might ſeem ſtrange, 
if not incredible, did we 

judge by the Diſpoſition 
of later Times; but of 
choſe Enthuſialick Times, 
not leſs probab e, than 
certain, as our Learned 
C aſaubon well obſerves. 
Andthis I thought fitting 
to prenulſe, 1in_ Anſwer to. 
char 


TC WW Way. 


— 


Dedicatory. 
that Obection which your 
Modeſty 1s ſo apprehen- 


| five of, viz. That being 


a Laick, you interpoſe in 


Sacred Matters. 


Rapin ( in his Reflexi- 


0:5) ſpeaking of the necel- 
ſary Qualities belonging 


to a Poer, tells us, He muſi 
have a Genius extaordina- 


ry, great Natural Gifts, a 


Wit juft, fruitful, piercing, | 


ſolid, and univerſal ; an Un: 
derſtanding clean and di- 
ſtint ; an Imagination neat 
and pleaſant ; au Elevation 
T— of 


Ce 0 


Phe - Fpift 


of Soul, that depends not 
only 01 Art or $ tudy, but is 


purely a Gift of Hello 
which muſt be ſuſtained by a 
lively Senſe and Vivacity ; 
Judgment, to conſider wiſely 
of Things; and Vioacity, 
for the becutifal Expreſſion 
of them, 5c. No 
'C hllrafter 1 is {o juſtly Yours, 
as I cannor bur thin 
| he deſcribed what a great 
| Poet ſhould be, by Kare" 


what yoz were ; 


this 


: that 


the 


rather, fince 1 have been. | 
informed by ſome Eneliſh 
of his Acquaintance, That 
Mon- 


Dedicatory. 


Monſieur Rapin was {tudi- 
ous 1n our Language, on- 
ly for your ſake: Nor 

would his Pains be loſt. 


Tis a Queſtion not ea- 
fily to be decided , Whe-. 
ther you have been more 


ſerviceable to the Peace of 
' the Stare 1n your Abſolom 


and Achitophel, or to the 


Church in your Religio 


Laici, or to the Nobility 
and Gentry 1n the innocent 
{Recreation of your Plays ? 
"A Country - Retirement, 
lke that of Ovid's, to one 

_ that 


TLC 
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The Epiſtle | 


that has led the Spring 


of his Age, and Vigour 


of his Youth, among the 


' Noiſe and Pleaſures of the 


Town,is certainly a Tranſ\- 
formation no leſs difa- 
greeable, than that which 


the Poets. feign of Aeon, 


or Sacred Writ of the Aſ- 


ſyrian Monarch , who ora- 


zed with the Beaſts of the 


Covent-Garden Society for | 


the Inſipid Dull Converſe 


of a Country. Village, 


( where the Nomination 


of. New Healths 1s the 
heighth 


Dedicatory. 


| heighth of their Inyenti- 
' on) would render a Rzral 


\ 


by 
i 
; 
| 
Þ 


Life to be no leſs than a 
Civil Death, were 1t not 


: for Mr. Dryden's. Writings, 


, 


| 


| 


* "oy £ \ of 
* - 


' which keep us ſtill alive, 


and, by a moſt Natural 


| Repreſentation of the Hu- 


mours of the Town,make 
us flatter and fanſie our 


| felyes (like the Enjoyment 
| of a Lover's Dream) to be 


{t1] there. : 


But I ſhall wave theſe 
Acknowledgments to you, 


as things too general to. 


7 he pitt 


be engroſſed by me alone: | 
| And will now ſpend the 
| - Remainder of this Epiſtle 
+ _ in informing you of the | 
Occaſion of my rroubling k 
you with this ſmall Pzece, 
ff which I Entide by the | 
. hi - Name of Relipto Laict, 
from a Treas of the 
ord Herbert of Cherburie's 
ſo called ; whoſe Notions 
I have often made uſe of, 
and grounded the Chief 
| of my Diſcourſe upon his 
il Five Catholick or Univer- 
| - fal Principles : Wherein 
w we only Aim 1s, to  aflerr 
| an | 


Dedicatory. 


an Univerſal Dofrine, ſuch 
as no ways oppolcth the 


| Religion Eſtabliſhed a- 


' mong us, and which may 


| tend both to the Pro- 
pagation of Vertue, and: 
Extirpation of Vice, as 
well as to the Reconcilia- 


tion of thoſe D#ſenters 


now 1n England, who have 
of late ſo diſturbed the 
Quiet of this Realm, and 
who , under the Pretence 
of Religion , would ex- 
clude all Governours but 
| themſelves. For, as a late 


Author 


PCC 


God Pal never be proſecu- | 
ted with too much Violence: | 


7, be Evite 


Author well obſerves, E Ve 


ry Opinion makes a Sef, | 
every Se, a Faition hd, 
every Faftion ( when it is 


able ) 


a War: and every 


fuch War is the Cauſe of | 


God ; and the Cauſe of | 


So that all Sobriety 3s | 
Lukewarmneſs; and to be | 


Obedient to Government , 
Carnal Compliance. Which 
are the Opinions of thoſe 
that would rob C ſar of | 
his Due, as well as re- | 
move | 


$2 
% 


Dedicator 'Ye 
| move the Peoples ancient. 
| Land-marks. 


_ But for my part, as in 
| Crvil Politicks, I would 
' | not, in this ſo Ancient 
 Tand fo Lineal a Monarchy, 


fair a Sun, for the dread- 
ful Expectation of a di- 
| vided Company of Stars; 
' ſo neither, in Eccleſtaſticks, 
| do I covet to be without 
the Pale of the Church : 
{ince, though I will not 


2 < 


' abandon the Beams of io 


; Dogmatically affirm, ( as 


ſome 


TI 


_ 
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! ſome _ do) Thar Fpiſcopas | 
| c& 18 Jare Divino; yet| 
'*# (with the Lod Bacon) I. 
Lf fay, and think ex Animo, 
| / Thar 1t 1s the neareſt co 
if Apoſtolical Truth, and the 
moſt coherent with Mc- 
narchy; Wherein, I know, 
ff you will not differ from. 
fn 
Pl |t 
af | And therefore, Sir, at] 
if. this time, when the Name 
ll of Chriſt is made uſe of ) 
to palliate ſo great Vil-;j 
Jamies and Treaſons, un-! 


der 


PF: 


Dedicatory. 


| and Government, I thought 
'1] could do no lefs than 
ſnatch up all Weapons thar 


'Jand hope I have not 
| lighted upon one with a 


| double Edge. 
vo = 


| 


I have endeavoured 


| that my Diſcourſe ſhould 


be onely a Continuance 
of yours; and that, as 


you caught Men how to 
| Believe , fo 1 mught n- 
4 | ſtruct 


y 


der the Pretext of God's 
Cauſe, againſt both King | 


| might defend the Publick, | 


ti CCA 


'T Ze Ppiſtle 


ftruct them how to Live. | 
For, as Dr. Ponne well | 
obſerves, Though Chriſti- 
anity 1s the Fort or Citadel, 
' yet Vertue and Moral Ho- | 
neſty are its Fences and 
$ | Out-works, whereby alone | 
Fs 1tis tencable. Wherefore, ! 
i I deſigned this Treatiſe of - 
mine to be onely an Ad- 
dition, or rather the Con-. 
ſequence of yours ; encou-j 
raging Men to Live up! 
to the YVertue of that Do- 
Frine you teach. Which, 
with your Pardon for the) 


preſent, 


1  Dedicatory. : 
| preſent, and Friendſhip for 


|| the future, 1s the higheſt 


| Ambition of, 
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and Servant, 


C. B. 


fi Tour moſt Faithful Friend, 
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Religto Lai. 


The Occaſion of this Treatiſe. 


Here is not any Medi- 
tation hath given me 


when I think, Thar a 
' Doctrine ſo neceſſary, as the 
| Knowleage of God, with the 
: true Way to ſerve and worlhip 
lum, together with the Means 
to attain everlaſting Salvation, 
thould be ſo variouſly deliverd 
_ and taught in divers Ages and 
' Countrics; as alſo urged in ſuch 
\ © perplext and - difficult terms ; 
(which by the many Volumes 


B of 


creater trouble , than 


4 | ; Kelis Eb, 


of this Argument, in ſeveral 
10 ft may MY ;) and 
aiter all this, yet to find it pre- 
ral to me'under ſuch rerri- 
ble Menaces and Exccrations, 
as it, among the many Church- | 
es itt the World, 1 did not ad- + 
here to the right, (which each ' 
claimed to be theirs ) I could 
not juſtly hope for ſalvation ; 
but, on the contrary, expect e- 
| rernal Torture, without any | 
4 (= proſpect of Relief. l 
2. 18 Being therefore 1n this doubt- | 
ful and dangerous condition, [| 


did at laſt FaneIngo witty = f 


was to be gone: [| BR; 


th 
Meehod) of E Fnguiry into Re: 'n 
ligion. tc 


Firſt, That motwithflanding n 


the Adtronts and Threats Sia I; 
with 


Religio 1 JAkcr\ 3 


| with the Prieſts on every (ide 


would deter us irom a!l oft or 


 Rehgions, as well as Tnvnati- 


ons, miſc and comfortable 


D. trans ; by whicit rags 
would draw us to their own, 1 


- any particular..Church,) I was 


jl 
| 
i 


7 


" bound, either t9 ſtudy W ith an 


;mpartial mind, not oniy all 


rhe ſeveral Religions ; but like- 
wile the Con croverlics among't 
them in divers Ages, . Langua- 


| | ges and Countries. Any tor "This 


il 


| purpoſe, not only to acquire 
rhe Tongues uled heretotore, 


Y | or at this preſent time through- 


7s Jout the Univerſe: But alſo to 


"read the feveral Authors that 


{have written upon thetz Arg: | 


ments ; ; and together with them 
To links the Lcarned men, 


ng who (though they had not pub- 


nl lithed any thing in writing 
th 


2 } Mm1g'1t 


4  Religio Lact, 
might yet be no leſs able to edi- 
fie me, than the former. Or, 
Secondly, To fix upon ſome 
Fundamental Articles agreed 
upon by all that I could meet 
with , and conſider afterwards + 
how far they might conduce to 
my ſalvation. | 

The former of theſe two I 
ſoon perceiv'd to be impoſlible; ' 
for, whoſe private Afairs at ' 
home, or publick Duty to his , 
Native Country , will permit 5 
him to take ſuck Journies to all * 
the Quarters of the World? 
Whoſe Eſtate or Revenue will. 
furniſh him with Money for ſo: 
long and great an Undertaking? : 
Or whoſe Conſtitution is of that 
ſtrength and ability, that, were 
he to eſcape all the Dangers he 
muſt inevitably meet with, 
could yet undergo ſo immenle a, 
_ travel | 
& 


Religio Laici, 5 


travel and labour 2 Whoſe Me- 


mory could either contain all 


the Works of the ſeveral Lan- 


guages and Religions; or Judg- 


ment decide the different Opi- 
nions and Faiths pretended un- 


der the Authority of ſo many 
oreat Churches 2 which courſe 


| yet unleſs he purſued to the 
end, he could not with Ju- 
- , ſtice fay he had performed his 
+ | Duty. For ſince the determin- 
1 ing finally of any matter of Im- 
/ portance, where Parties are not 
| heard on all 1ides, 1s not only 

againſt common Reaſon , bur 
| contrary even to the ordinary. 
practice of Juſtice in all other 
- caſes ; he muſt think himſelf, in 
; that the moſt important and ſe- 
 rious buſineſs that can befall 
Mankind, obliged to make as 
' particular and exa&t a ſearch 


DJ ; and 


A! 


7LEt 


6 Relig '0 Laict. 


and Examination of Religions, | 
2s is voſſble. | 
But here ' we will ſuppoſe, 
that atter diligent Enquiry, one 
might learn what was taught in 
this or that Country , under 
ſome general Notions ; (though 
no where ſufficiently, according 
to all the Tenents, Rites, and! 
Ceremonies taupht or pratctiled 
among(t them,) yer how could 
rhe knowledge of any one Re-| 
$:919n alone FIVE him fatisfact: 
CN, eſpecially when he ſhould 
find ir controverted in ſome 
"4.T 167 Country , and where as 
alle men, at leaſt in all other 
points of Learning, maght In 
orcat oumbLers be tound?2 Shall | 
he. becauſe his Birth or Aﬀecti- 
cn enclines him to one Country 
or Religion more than another, 
to. | facts uſly emBgrace ir, as to. 
think: 


_ 
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Religzto Laicti. 7 


- 


think no other to be good or 
acceptable to God, where men 


do the bett they can to ſerve 


him, and live well > Muſt he 


prejudge all other Religions as 


erroneous and falſe, when as 


yet he hath not heard whar 
they carf alledge tor the juſtt- 
tying of their Faith ? 'No ; but 
too too many are guilty of this 


Partility ; tor that, 7/// we re 
ceive a Spirit of Fudgment to 


diſcern the right way, every way 
1s thought to be Wrongy but that 
which we ar? brought up in: 
And pious Education doth the 
Miracles did formerly; as the 
Learned Gregory well obſerves, 
HowvGeir, becauſe ſomething 


here muſt be attempted, left 
we ſhould ſrem wholly to for- 
ſake our felves, Id:d in my par- 
B 4 ticular. 


times, they ſeemed to want 


8 Religio Latci, 


ticular conceive nothing 16 pro». 


per for my purpoſe, as to look 
upon thoſe Countries chiefly | 
from whence all other Learning + 
and Sciences did originally flow ; 
which conſideration, as it 
brought me to thoſe Provinces 
wherein the Greet Tongue did 
anciently flouriſh, as contain- ' 
ng-In 1t ſelf alone almoſt all 
humane Literature : So, when I | 
tound the Inhabitants thereof : 
in ſo miſerable an Eſtate, that © 
there was little more than [g- 


norance, Captivity and Barba- | 


riſme amongſt them, I did not 


think fit ro inſiſt there; ſince, © 


however their wits might be 
4s excellent now as in tormer 


not only the Means which © 

might enable them to find out 

any Learned Truth, but even 
the | 


Religio Lact. 9 
the heart to believe 1t. Net-: 


». ther did their Ancient or al- 
& | moſt univerſally taught Rehgt- 
7 4 on (being Ethnick and Pa gan) 
B | any way affect me there, or in 
3 any Country elſe : ſince being 
to now intermitted, and diſcontt- 
'S nued for many Apes, I could 
d | not but think it built in great 
=: part upon weak and uncertain 
I | Principles, more eſpecially 1n 
17 thoſe Points, which arc now 
f | wholly antiquated and aboliſh- 


Ws cd. 
>” | From hence therefore ] caſt 


-} mine Eye upon 7aly ; as the 
Jl . Country wherein, not only 
> | all the, Ancient Learning of the 
oy | Greeks, but alſo oi the Romans, 
I | was carefully preſerved and 
- \t raught ; But as here again I 
* leund almoſt all they produced 


'* in pointof Religion to be con-. 
N De frovert- : 


i - 
_ 


bo | | R [i Taict, 


rroverted among orher Nations. 
in £Zaropz, with Inch acrinone 
and Birterneſs ; and that befides 
among the ſeveral Opinions and 
Secrty Dig fi. {equi nt FUG aye. 
brought forth, the latter for 
th2 molt part have Fi ined 
more fron. them than tic tor- 
mer ; infomuch that the /uy/- 
ran hath departvd more trom. 
tlicem than the Pr Lal and 
the Proteſtant tllan the Luthe- 
ran ; | could not ſo ſafely rely 
upon them, as not to enquire; 
why the Tenents of the Church 
of Rome are fo much deſerted 2 
But as here again I found my 
ſelf intangled in Controverſies, 
I thought fit ro make a pauſe 
before T e gage my felt roo- 
far in thoſe Tumultuous and 
uncharitable Diſputes. And the 
rather, becauſe | found that 
; 1 n 


Re, litto L.A1Ct-. 813 % 


even the knowledge of the dit- 
tcrent Sets of Chriftian Reli- 


g10n alone, took up'more tune 


m the ſtudy of them than 1 


cou'd poſſibly hope to obtain, 


aitho [I ſhout hve teyond the 
ordinary age of man; ſo rhat 
whereas 1 thought my ſelf ol: 
liged for the! d, iſcharge of my 
C>nfe efce to fludy not only 
all Religions thar "have been 
or are in the World, I found 


tie Rom.iviſh Rehgion 1n its. 
divers Sets alone of greater 


Intricacie, than that I could by 


any. Reaſon or Authority dif-- 


ſolve or unty the many Scru- 


ples or Knots in them: ſince 
flying fomrimes from Reaſon to: 
nd then again from 
ou to Raſen, with a ſingular 


| Farty, 


agility 1n- both, I Tound my 


{elf unable to follow them (in: 


any, 


DL Religio Laict, 
any one certain way. I conteſs, 
that if they had adhered ſingly 
to either of theſe two, nothing: 
could have ſcandalized me ; 
ſince that which was delivered 
upon Reaſon, I ſhould have ex- 
amined, and finally accepted 
upon the ſame ground: and as 
well ſhould I have believed 
thoſe Points of Faith, which 
were delivered me upon the 
Reverend Authority of the 
Church ; eſpecially, when it 
could have been proved, thar 
any former Church or Conzre- 
gation had under their hands and 
Seals, or in any other Authen- 
tick. manner ſubſcribed, as eye- 
Witneſſes to that they confi 1gn'd 
unto Poſterity, and not as 
Hearers only ; it being of great 
moment in the-affirmation of 
_ paſt, to ſet down. what 
they 


| Religio Laict. T3 
they knew certainly, and to 
come afterwards to what was 
| told them by others, w hich 
| they again had from others, and 
| ſo perhaps irom many deſcents ; 
| ns it ſuch things were 
related, as neither they from 
whom they heard -it, nor 1n- 
deed any mortal man by Na- 
_ tural Means could know. Net- 
ther would it be ſufficient to 
ſay, that their Azow/edge was 


Supernatural or Dzvne, lince as 


known in tollowing times, ſo, 
whenit were granted, it would 
inferr little ro me, but that 
which I would believe with- 
out it: For if any under the 
name of a * Prophet ſhould bid 
me do a Sin, or be Impenitent 
for Sins done, I ſhould not be- 
lieve him, though he pretended. 


that is more than could be 
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a thouſand Revelations for it - 
And on the orker de, 1t he bid 


me be Vertuous and Penitenr, 


though he had not any thadow 


of Kevelation tor it, 1 ihould 
ove entire Credit to him. 


The Valid Ty of Rev: I;tion 
. prove: 4 ty Its Doctri 1#&. 


Lhat thereiore rhe Cer taincy 
a; thar Doctrine, whic!1 is cajled 
Reveal-d, or the word of God 


in any Age or Country, comes 
not to me hmply eirher trom 


rhe Authority of him that ſaid 
rhe holy Spirit did fo dittate 


the word to him: No, nor- 
from the Authority of them 
that believed it: (how many or 


great ſoever:) but from the 


Goodnelk of the Do@rineit ſelf; 


without which; 1 ſhould believe 
but 


EIS, ONE, — was pou” 
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Eut little in any extraordinary 
kind. Every man, in what Age 
or Country,that tcacheth good- 
pets, ſpeaks the word of God 
to me ; and 1t tne Contrary, 
le thalj never make me bekeve, 
he knoweth God, or heard him 
ſpeak {o much 2s one ſyllable, 


much {«fs rhat he is ſo tamiliar 
with God, as to know am by | 


lus Voice. 
Four ſeveral kinds of Revelations. 
The Learned 7oſtatus menti- 


ons four ſeveral ways whereby 
God 1s ſaid to have made Re- 


velations in former rimes; as. 
for Example: Firff, when God. 


and his Angels aſſumed a viſt- 


ble ſhape, as when he appeared 
to Gideon, Fudg. 6. and to Mis. 
oah and his Wiſe. Fudg, 13. Sts 


condly, 
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7226 | Religio Laics. 
condly, When he was not ſcen,. 

- but only heard, as Numdb. 7. and 
when he called Samuel, I-Sam.3. 
Thirdly, When he wrought on- 

- Iy upon the Imaginations kn, 

men , ſleeping or waking ; 

| when God told A&imelech in a 
Dream, that he was a dead man, 
for caking away another mans 
Wite, Gen. 20. Fourthly, and 
{aftly, When God raiſeth the Un- 
derſtanding | t) know thoſe 
things which otherwiſe he 
_could not know , either by a 
kind of Extaſie, or without ; 
and of this kind was Paul's rap- 
ture into the third /teivens ; 
at which time 1t may be doubr: 
ful whether the Soul remained 
in the Body or no. 
_ Having thus now recited his 
ſeveral kinds of Revelations, it 


will be neceſſary in the next 
_ place 
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place to enquire, whether there 
might not be Fallacies in all 
theſe ways?. And when there 
was no Fallacy, whether their 
| Proof was not only by ſingle 
_ Witneſles2 "The Popi/h Clergie 
\ (an ſuch a caſe.) will tell us, 
That we mult believe reverent- 
ly of things delivered to us in 
Holy Writ, for that they have 
neither Errour nor Fraud in 
them: And if that does not fa- 
tisfie you , they will then tell 
you, you mult come to them 
for a turther Anſwer : Not 
conſidering, that it the Genrzles 
ſhould require the ſame credit | 
to be given to their Revelati- l 
- ous upon their own ſingle Te- * 


ſtimony, how we ſhould do to | wo 
ſhake them oft : the ſame Rea- 1 or 
ſon lying for us to believe the | 


_ one, as the other, both equally 
depending on Faith, Pt 


IS Religtio Lajci, 
A Dialogue COUCECT HIM, Revelyus 
1108S. 


Therefore in the firft lock F 
ſhould demand in a Rational and 
Judicial way, hbw 7 could be ofe 
ſared, that the Priefts bad ve- 
ceiined a Revelation, and whut 
' was the time, place, und man 
mer thereof e 1n Anſwer to which, 
{ conceive the Priefts would tell 
me ; That Laicks ourht not fur: 
eber bþ enquzire into Jack Myſte- 
ries thin becomes them ; that if 
- this their Revelation were wot 
arcepred as an unqueſtionable and 
werel iry Truth, there could be no 
cauſe thereof, but an obdurate 
heart, and want of Divine Grace 


in me; that if the Saccrdotal! 
word »/7ht rot be 1 ahen concern- 
1g, the 1 "ruth of; the aid Reve- 


lation, 
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lation, 7here was no other way t0 
znform me thereof : It being Gods 
m.nner to ſpeak to his beloved 


Servants, and not to ſuch gro(s 


Sinners as / was; aud to be 


| brief, that if I did not give en- 


tire credit to this Revelation of 
theirs, it was for want Faith: 


Aud therefore , that no better 


counſel could be given me, thax 


to pray that all obſtruitions 


might be taken away, and in- 
ſt2ad of my heart of ſtone, that 
[ mizht receive an heart of fleſh, 


: fact as may 4 canable of this 


heavenly Tluminagion. Final= 
ly, They would reply nathing, con- 


cernins the time or manner of 


their Revelation, Lat only in ge- 
neral ſay, that the Place was 
God's holy Temple, where none 
could be partakers of the Word 


of God, but {uch only as were 


his 
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his near Servants, and did or- 
dinarily take their reſt and ſleep 

therein. © 
Now to this IT ſhould Anfwer, 
That if I might not know the: 
time and manner, when and how | 
this their Revelation was made, 
F would yet gladly be informed, 
what T.anguage was uſed betwixt 
them, and whether the words 
were of God's immediate inven- 
tion, or that there were only cer- 
tain Notes and Characters 7# 
uſe betwixt them, whereby they 
underſtood one another 2 Or 0- 
therwiſe, if they had not a par- 
ticular Language betwixt them, 
which was intelligible ; whether 
God ſpake the ordinary Lan- 
guage of that Country, and in 
what Tone; whether the ſame | 
were lowder than Thunder, or 
only the ordinary heighth, or | 
whether 


Religio Tarck. | Bt 
whether lower yet, by ſome cloſe 
or ſecret expretlion , ſomewhat 
leſs than a whiſper ? To which 
I believe the Prielts would Re- 
ply, That if a King or Princt- 


* | pal Magiſtrate did ſend me a 
| Meſſage or Command by ſome 


one of his known Officers, 7 
would not then preſume to make 
all theſe Queſtions, they being 
not only uncivil, but alſo imper- 
tinent and derogatory to the Su- 
preme Authority, and there- 
fore that they who were known 


Miniſters of God, did, without gi- 


ving further account, require Obe- 
ence from me in his Name, But 


notwithſtanding all this, I ſhould 


| again take the boldneſs to ask 
| them, (ſuppoſing they heard ſuch 


words) how yet they could know 


| that God ſpake them, and whe- 


ther they were ſo familiar with 
the 
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the perſon of that God, as fo 
Fnow him by his Voice, and d)- 
 ftinguiſh him from all others 3 
* How they could aſſure themſelves 
frrmly, that it was no inleriour 
Spirit that gave them this Reve- 
lation, there beinz Spirits of both 
ſorts, both good and bad, which 
aſe to deliver Oracles and Reve- 
Tations, according to the Doctrine 
of the Manichees , who founded 
their Opinions uon that ſentence, 


_ oz. thar the Devil is the God of. 


this world. But again, ſuppo- 
fing it was a good Spirit that 
ſpoke, whether Cimillus, or his 
Boy who waited on him in the 
Temple, did hear or underſt ind 
the Voice as well as himfelf 2 
Here I know the Prieſts Anſwer 
would be, That neither himſclf, 
mor any elſe could come to the 


knowledge of God's Will, but 


by 
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by their means and CONVEYANCE - 
And for the reſt would again re- 


quire my Obedience, on peril of 


my being condenin'd as an Infidel ; 


thinking by theſe word at leaff ; 


r0 O0V2ralve me. 


But this would be ſo far from 
terrifying me, that it would Lat. 


pat ruto my head more SCruples, 
| concernins the Truth of their 
Revelation 2 when perſuing my 


way, I ſhould gl:dly demmd of 
hint, low yet I conld be aoffured, 


that tn the repeating of this their 
Oracle or Revelation, they hid 
omi!ted no + rt ther eof thr ough 
foraetfulneſs ; or added axy thing 
to it by a Paraphraſe, or Ex- 
plication ; And briefly, whether 
nothing were interocaurd or 
changed therein ? 


The Prieſts would here offi 


redly repiy, That it was but a 


Fe- 
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24 'R eligro Laici. 
prophane part in meto doubt any 
thing were either added to, or ta- 


ken from the Divine Revelation, 


much leſs any thing mixed or in- 

terwoven with it: and that the 

fame God, who gave them this 
Revelation, did and would pre- 

ſerve it entire in their memory ; 
for further proof whereof, they 
were ready to ſet it down, and 

fign it under their Flands aud 
Seals, that ſo it might be tranf- 

mitted to Poſterity, as an Au- 

thentick Record : 7o which alſo, 

the Amanuenſes or Coppiers of 

it might repair to corrett all 

that ſhould be depraved, either 
by their careleſneſs, or wilful 

perverſion of the Senſe theref, 
that ſo their Errors might af- 
terwards be refified, atteſted and 
ſubſcribed by ſufficient Witneſ- 
ſes, as agreeing with the Cong 
nal: 
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nal; there being no other Means 
/o good to aſcertain us Laicks, 
that nothing therein was counter- 
 feit, 8. Which Method (1 con- 
| feſs) if it had been uſed in al 
Ages and Countries where Re 
velations are /aid to have been 
made in private to Pricits, would 
have been much appr oved ; ſince 
Coples of Copies, thr ourh many 
Deſcents, may be ſubject t9 many 
Corruptions , eſpecially among 
thoſe who would draw all things 
to their own Intereſt ; which 
might as well have become theſe 
latter Times, as the former ; fince 
our Modern Prieſts ( for the moſt 
| par?) tarn Religion zaro Faction, 
ſtriving to render all others of 
« | different Perſwaſtons ( though in 
the leaſt matters) odious. Which 
Bitterneſs of Spirit we find not 
evidently remarked Dor the 


; C Heathen 
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Heathen Prieſts ; /o that how 
Iznorant and Falſe ſoever they 
were, yet are they not recorded 
to have been Incendiaries, and 


Perſecutors of one another even | 


unto Death, for Religion and 
Conſcience ſake : No, they had 
10 ſuch hellith Contrivances as 
the Pariſian aud Hibernian Maſ- 
facres; no ſuch Inſtruments of the 
Devil, as Ravilliac, Clement,and 
the Prieſt that poyſor d our Eng- 
liſh Monarch iz tbe Eucharitt ; 
19 ſuch Traiterous Conſpiracies 
as the Powder-plot : Nor did 
they uſe to convert one another 
to their Opinions by Fire and Fa- 
got, and Roſting Kings alive, 
as the Spaniards did in the In- 
dies. Le that compares but the 
Behawiour of thoſe of the Religt- 
ous among the Heathens, with the 
Carriage of our Popilh Biſhops 
| here 
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here in England before the Refor- 
mation, as related by eur own 
Chriſtian Writers, would take the 
Heathen Prieſts for much the 
better Chriſtians of the two. 

So thar , notwithſtanding all 
this, I ſhould not grve the Prieſts 
over ſo, but at leaſt tell them, I 
could have wiſhed they had pro- 
ceeded more clearly with me ; fince 
the more they debaſed my Under 
ſtanding in Divine Myſteries, 
the more was I obliged to ſtand to 
my Common Reaſon, «#21 they 
had made all things manifeſt or 
intelligible to me, without going 
about to convince me of Infidelt- 
»| ty, becauſe I believed not more 
"| than 7 underſtood * or when a 
e | further Belief were required, 7 t 
| hoped they would not charge me to \ 
believe it any otherwiſe than as a _ 


» | thing poſſible, or at moſt but like- 
Cliz, ly, 
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ly, fince this was all I could do, 
when God had given me no ſuffi- 


cient Revelation for the confirm- 
ing of theirs. And to affirmit a | 


good Plea in the Court of Hea- 
ven, 70 ſay, That a Man began at 
the Faith that was taught in his 
Native Country ; Who might not 
then excuſe himſelf for adhering 
to the groſleſt Superſtition that 
can be imagined in any Age or 
Country whatever, where no leſs 
Eſteem and YVeneration was given 


publick ly to their Sacerdotal Col- 


lege, than is now paid to the pre- 


ſent Church of Rome 7» Italy 


and Spain. Fully, therefore, I 


ſhould ask them, Flow any Prieſt 


could aſſure and ſatisfie my Cons 


ſcrence, that the Revelation made 
to him did ſo concern me, that [ 
muſt embrace it as an undoubted 
Axiom, or Truth ? Zo which (I 


- am 
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am confident) they would anſwer, 
as formerly, That they had di: 
charged their Duty FI, delivering 
Gods Word, and that / ought to 
take heed leſt I be ſeverely pu- 
niſhed for want of Fauth, and ſo 
leave me, after having with much 
gravity expreſſed their ſorrow 
for my - 1ncorrigible ſtubborn. 
Heart, &c. OG: 
But, notwithſtanding all this, 
I' do not yet deny, but that Re- 
velations may be made to Men 
_ either ſkeeping or waking ; but 
| where, I ſuppoſe, (as we find in 
Holy Writ) earneſt Prayers have 
'] been made before-hand , and 
| ſome pablick and miraculous Con- 
" | frmation of the thing revealed 
* | hath followed. However, un- 
| leſs the thing 1n it ſelf be right 
I 
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good and honeſt, ſhould not con- 
ceive it was God that ſpake, but. 
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ſome Ev4/ Spirit that would de- 
ccive me ; it having pleaſed 
God 1o to implant the Love of | 
Gooelneſs and Truth in the Soul, 
that he hath made them a part 
of Common Reaſon, and conlſpi- 
cuousby their own Light ; from 
which therefore 1 we recede, 
we ſhall find our ſelves caſt not 
onely into much Errour and 
Darkneſs, but even in the Court 
of our own Conſczences criminal 
and condemned : For which 
Cauſe alſo 1 believe Ged 1s fo 
ſparing in making publick. Re- 
lations, becauſe it Men did 
wholly truſt to them, it might 
be a means of making. them 
neglect their proper Duties. 7: 
_ be (as the Learned Grego- 
in his Poſthuma obſerves) a 
Subwblins bleck to the Gentiles, 


when ie found it read in Oſea, 
that 


— 


Relizto Lact. Ih 
that God commanded a Prophet 
to commit Adultery by aud in Exo- 
> dus, that he tauzht his own Peo- 

ple how to cozen the Egyptians - 
How could they believe (faith he) 
that there was no God /ike the 
_ God of the Hebrews, when they 
ſhould find in the Scriptures, 
that even this God had alſo a 
Right-hand and a Son 2 Or that 
if he had been ſo much better 
than theſe of the Heathen, was 
it likely that Aaron his own High 
Prieſt, would have preferred their 
Apis or Egyptian Calf ZLefore 
him 2 But the Reaſon of all this 
is, becauſe to wnenlightned Na- 
tare theſe Paſſages might ſeem 
inconſiſtent with the Attributes 
of the Deus Optimus Maximus; | © 
and for that (as our aforeſaid hs 
Learned Author well notes) ON 
all ways of Religion would ſeem 
| C4 ſtrange, 
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ftrauge, but that we are taught 
betimes to fear: and till we re- 
ceive a Spirit of Judgment to |) 
diſcern the Right way, every Way 
is thought to be Wrong, but that 
which we are brought up in. And 
thus much for Publick Revelati- 
Ons, 


Of Vihows and Apparitions, 


Now if any Man ſhould ſay 

a Vifon appear'd to him, I ſhould. 
believe him as far as it was fit 
to credit a /ingle Witxeſs in ſo 
rare a Caſe; but certainly [I 
ſhould not depart from my Com- 
mon Reaſon,whatſoever he ſhould |- 
pretend to teach upon thoſe 
Grounds ; and trom /ingle Wit. 
xeſſes, and no more, the great- 
elt Miracles in all Vulgar Super- 
{{itions are moſtly derived, as 
would 


Religio- Laick. 
would appear to any one that 
ſhould look back from Age to 


Age, to the Original of all ſuch 
wonderful Narrations : Or, if 


more. Perſons than one are ſaid. 


at firſt to have concurred in the 


Relation, it ought again to be- 


conſidered, whether they that 
would eſftablith it did not ac- 
quire much Authority, and pro- 
cure many Advantages thereby 


unto themſelves ; and that e1- 


ther of Honoar, or Riches, the 
one heing as prevalent with the 
Vain-zlorious, as the other with 


the Coverous >? The Nature of 


Men being. for the -moſt part 
prone always to entertain ſuch 


Beliefs as turn to their own. 


Benefit. 
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Ti eftmonies Weak. 


Furthermore, in my Opinion 
it is tobe obſerved, That as it is 
not ſate to truſt abſolutely to 


any ſingle or weak Teſtimony I 


Matters of great Conſequence ; 

ſo will it be much more dange- 
rous to frame new Dottrines or 
Concluſions out of thern, for di- 
reCting of our {elves in the whole 
Courſe of our Lite; fince Errour 
and, be thus multiplicd without 
CN 


Of Miracles. 


Thefe Con/rderations therefore 
brought me at Jaſt to be more 
{pariog in the Beliet of Miracu-” 
lows Narrations, and cſpecnlly 


tor the Building any new Do- 
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frines upon them; ſince /m- 


poſtors, ſuch as Fannes and Fam- 
 bres, have been ſaid to do Mira- 
cles, whoſe Ezyptian Dottrines [ 
yet. ſhould never tcheve. "1 


might ſay ſomething alſo of 


 Apollonius Tyaneus and $7mon 
Magas, who (however they may. 


be believed to have done Mira- 
cles) did yet not teach any Unz- 


_ werſal Dofrine, to which Aſlent 


was given. Neither ſhall I in- 
{i{t upon the little Credit given 
heretofore to the feigned Mira- 
cles or Revelations' by Pagan 
Prieſts among the more Judict- 


ous ſort of the Gentiles, ., 


| Wherefore, it is no good Ar-. 
gument to ſay, That fuch a Ma 
Aid Miracles, aud therefore I be- 
lieve all he ſaith: Since thoſe 
things may ſeem iracalous to 
my weak. Capacity, wluch ap- 
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 ftry and Natural Philoſophy can. 
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pear not. ſo to wiſer Men. Be- 
des, things may be done by 
Natural Means,which ſome may 


miſtake for Miracles and Conju- 


ration ; as all Books of Chymi- 


teſtifte : And upon this Vulgar 
Tenorance it 7s (faith Monſieur 
Naudg&us, in his Treatiſe of Ha- 


gick) that the moſt Ingenious and 


| Learnedeſt Men in the World 


have been defamed as Conjurers. 
and Wizards, becauſe their Ac- 
cuſers wereFools and Blockheads. 


Apain, by Confederacy, where 
one helps the other to abuſe tha 
People ; of which kind, Exam- 
ples have been-frequent, and ſo 


well known, vhat I[ ſhall omit 


. troubling my Reader or my 


ſelf with them in fo ſmall a. 


TreatS$ſe, 


Of 


| 
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Of Prophecy and Prophets. 


In like manner ſhould their 
pretended Prophecies draw me 


as little to any New Religion ; 


ſince one ſhall hardly meer with 


a Prophecy delivered ſo clearly 
and fo perſpicuouſly, as to mark. 


out and diſtinguiſh from all o- 
thers any Perſon or Event in 
{ubſequent Times. For my parr, 

as I could never yet elteemany 
thing to be an undoubted Pro-. 


phecy, which in the firſt place 


was not like a Pidare, (where- 
in it 15 not enough to deſcribe 
or Paint one Member or Part of 


the Face or Body, nnleſs the Sy- _ 


metry and other Parts were to-. 
gether repreſented with the out- 
ward Stature, Colour, and Fa- 


ſhion:) fo hikewiſe T ſhould not, 
| much 
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much regard the Exterior Form, 
if his Actions were not repre- 
ſented to future Times in ſuch 


manner, as the Prophecy might 


be hkean 7Z7i/ſtory, wherein 1t 1s 
required that the 7:me, Place, 
and Manner of all his Actions 
ſhould be deſcribed ſo particular- 
ly, as to diſtinguiſh the whole 
Courſe of his Lite trom all o- 
thers. And that therefore ma- 
ny of the doubtful and obſcurc 
Predictions that have been at- 
tributed to divers, who trom 
thence have acquired the Names 
_ of Prophets, feem to be httle 
more than bold ConjeCtures, 
which might m ſome Age or 
other take its Events : there be- 
ing nothing, I will not fay, 


likely or poſſible, but even «n- 


tikely, and onely not impoſſible, 
thatin ſome 7 me, Place, or Man 
wer 


es 
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er Will not have its Effe& and 
Fulfilling. Wherefore, if any 


Man hath undertaken. hereto- 
fore, or' fhall yet in this Age un- 


dertake to Prophefte, upon what 


vain ground fſoever, yet it he 
get that Credit among future 
Ages as to be thought a Pro- 


phet, he will find thoſe that 


thall apply his Words to ſome 
Action or Event that did or will 


(in all likelihood ) follow ; 


which Motives made me as 
doubtful of their Prophecies, as 


of ſuch Miracles and Revelari-_ 


ons | tormerly mentioned. 0O5- 
ſopzns 18 ſaid. to have put forth 


Books which ſpake plainer of 


| Chriſt, than the Prophets of the 
Old Teſtament did; which our 
Learned Criticks have neverthe- 

leſs rejected as Jpnryons. y 
The Heaven! y Bodies had out- 
warG 
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ward Worſhip given them from 
the Excellency of their Na- 
tures; but the ZZeathen Prieſts 
had their chief Credit from their 
Prophecies and Predittions: who 
contented not themſelves with 
the perſwading the People that 


they had Revelations, unleſs. 


they could perſwade them fur- 
| ther,, that they could foretel 
thihgs to come, and ſo acquire 


to themſelves the Name of Pro-. 
_ phers. The manner of Predi- 


(ion among the Jews was by 


Dreams, Vrim, or Prophets; and. 


Saul's throwing oft his Clothes, 


lying naked upon the Ground a 
Day and a Night, and ſo Pro-. 
pheſied, '2 Sam, 19, and by the. 


Witch of Endor, to whom Sau! 
bad recourſe in his Extremities, 


who deſired her to raiſe up $q-. 


 mucl to him, which ſhe doing, 


 Samauetl 
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Z 
Samuel appeared, and told Saul 
what ſhould follow, 1 Sam. 28, 


The @rimm and Thummim were 


| 


_ 


| 


two Precious Stones ſo called, 
the one Light , and the other: 
Truth or Integrity ; the one an 
Onyx or Sardonix, and the other 
an Emrald; out of the vibrati- 


on of whoſe Beauty, Oracles and: 


Prophecies were called and ut- 


ter'd : In imitation whereof, the 


Devil, and Xely together delu- 
ded old Dr. Dee with their An- 


gelical Stone (as they called it) 
In Queen Elizabeths tume ; if you 


will give Credit to the Record 


thereof, preſerved in the famous 
Cottonian Library,and ſince put=. 


liſhed in Print by Dr. Caſauboy. 


Varro faith, That the Ancient 


Prieſts of Egypt (who were alſo 
Judges) wore upon their Necks 
2 great Emrald, called Truth, 

| Some 
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Some of the Rabbins attribute 
not ſo much to the Szoxes, as to 

certain Writings under them. 
Judgments made of future 
Events by remarquing the Con- 
figurations and Operations of 
the P/anets and Stars, as allo 
Prediftions made from Natural. 
Cauſes, are, without all queſtion, 
not onely lawtul, but commen- 
dable, although of little certain- 
ty - But the cunning Arti/ts 
the Przeſts, who 1n Fgypt were 
anciently 4ſtrologers, uled to 
_ mingle with their Divinations, 
Lies of their own Invention, 
whereby they acquired more 
than by their Truths. The word 
for Divinations in general is 
Mantike, which Plato in Phedro 
derives from Munike, (1gnifying | 

furious or mad. 

The difference between Pro- 
phets, 
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phets, and thoſe that were in 
Ecftafies or Trances, was this : 
The Prophets were ſaid to run 
upand down raging and crying, 
whereas the Fxrofekoi appear- 
ing devotd of Senſe and Under- 


_ Randing, ſeem'd little leſs than 
dead, till they awaked out of. 


_ therr 7ravces; wheretn alſo they 


remained ſo long, that they had 


time enough to deviſe ſome- 
thing which . might delude the 
People. By this kind of /mpo» 


fture, Mahomet did often prevail, 


when he aroſe from his Fits of 
the Falling Sickneſs. Alſo from 
theſe. ſorts of Raptures ancient- 
ly it may be ſuppoſed the Ezh- 
nick Narration of the Elyzzan 
Fields, and their Separate State 


of Souls after Death , together 


with their manner of Reward 
and Puniſhment , were at firſt 
deviſed, 
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deviſed, and then vented to the 
People. Neither have the Chri- 
Siiau Times been: without ſuch | 
Saints, (I mean not the true and 
holy ones:) but ſome that pre- 
tending to Saxfity,have in their 
 Ecftafies ( whether counterfeit, | | 
or not) feigned that they had 
ſeen Souls in Purgatory ; where- 
of the Legend will inform you 
more. HL, 
Nevertheleſs, It is obferved, 
that the Sou/s of Men, having 
many more Faculties than what 
the Repreſentation of Worldly | 
Objects can excite or call up, 
and ſometimes freeing: them- 
ſelves from their uſnal Employ- 
ments; and the Objects they 
meet with in this Life, aſcend to | 


the Contemplation and even Y7- 
fron of Divane Objects, making 
_ themſelves thus capable ot 
; know-. 
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| knowing not onely things paſt, 


but thoſe that are to come : to © 


which kind of Ec/ta/re, whether 
St. Paul's Rapture into the third 


Heavens may be referred,] leave 


to others to judge. In like man- 


-ner, we read of divers ſtrange 


and incredible Ec/tafies that have 
hapned to Men in this kind: as 


(not to mention our Modern: 


Voyages, which ſpeak of Indians 
that in their Trances will diſco- 
ver what Ships are coming to 


their Zfands, and from what 


Ports, many Months before 
their Arrival ;) the hike hapned 


of old to Pamphilus the Son of 


-Neocles, who ( as Plato faith ) 
lay ten days in a 7rance, and 
afterwards told Wonders. But 
to credit theſe things 1s altoge- 
ther matter of Fazth, and not 
of Common Reaſon; from whence 
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46 Religio Laici. 
I cannot recede, or build any 
new Docrrine upon ſuch Re- 
ports ; eſpecially, when there 1s 
no Divine Authority like the 
Scriptures for it, nor Original 
- Atteſtation, that the Prophecy 
was conſigned unto us in thoſe 
very Words wherein they are 
now extant ; and for the reſt, 
that they are more obſcure than 
that an unqueſtionable Certain- 
ty may be built upon them. 
But herein I am content to let 
every Man uſe his own Judg- 
ment, and therefore ſhall quit 
this Subject with one Obſerva- 
tion, which 1s, That by reading 
Mother $hiptons Propheczes when 
we are Boys, we dothe better 
rellith Noftredamus when we [ 
are Men : eſpecially ſince every | 
vain-glorious Expoſitor of ſuch 
Prophecies looks upon himlelt 
as | 
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as little leſs than a Minor-Pro- 
phet, 

Now All theſe Points having. 
been for a long time debated and 
examined by me, to the beſt of 
my Underſtanding, I did think 
fit the rather to ſtudy and in- 
quire out thoſe Common Princi- 


ples of Religion | could any 


where meet with; onely before 
I undertook this great Task, I 
thought it not amiſs to adviſe 
upon what Grounds the Con- 
troverted Points amongſt them 
did move. But, as here I ob-_ 
ſerved nothing but matter of 

Faith, or Belief concerning 


| Things paſt, queſtioned in any 


Age or Country ; ſoYid I the 


more ealily paſs by it, to come 


to thoſe Articles which were 

grounded not onely upon Rea- 

ſon and Univerſal Conſent of Re- 
q ligions, 
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ligions, but are (I believe} ex- | 
tant and operative in the Hearts 
of all Men, which are not pre- 
polleſs'd and obſtructed with 
erroneous. Doltrines, and (I am 
ſure) moſt deeply engraven in 
mine, Which being done, 
thought it my Duty to inquire, 
_ Whether by an apt Connexion 
of the Parts thereof, I might fix 
ſo ſolid a Foundation , that I 
might repoſe thereon, as the 
firſt ana principal Ground of all 
Religious Worſhip, _ | 
The Arzzcles which I propoſe, 
are Five in number; and the 
ſame which the great Oracle 
and Commander of his Time, 
for Wit, Learning, and Courage, 
tam Marti quam Mercurio, the 
_ the Lord Herbert, Baron of Cher- 
bury, delivered ; anJ which (I | 
am confident) are ſo Catho/zque | 
j ..Or 
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or Univerſal, that all the Re/;z7- 


ous that ever were, are, or l 
believe) ever ſhall be, did, do, 
and will embrace them. "The 
Articles are theſe. 


7] he Five C atholick 0 Or Zniver /: ” 
Articles of Religion. 


1 That there is One onely Su 
preme God. 
Il. That Fle chiefly » to Le 
Worſhipped. 
HI. 7hat Yertae, Goodneſs, D 
Piety, accompanied with 
Faith in, and Love to God, 
are the Left ways of Worſhip- | 
ping Him. 
TV. That we ſhould repent of 
our Sins from the bottom of 


our Hearts, and turn to the 
Right Way. 


| V. And laſtly, That there zi | 


D | a 
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a Reward and Puniſhment 
after this Life. | 


Now of each of theſe in par- 
ticular. 


Firſt Article, Of One God. 


As to the Firſt Article: Tho | 
divers Godheads or Divine Na- 
tures were celebrated or wor- | 
thipped in ſeveral Ages or Coun- | 
tries throughout the World, 
yet there is no Agreement or 
Conſent, but onely concerning 
One Supreme God, under the At- 
tributes of Optimas and Max: 
mus; the one ſuppoſing his 

Providence, the other his Power, 
| in the higheſt degree and ex-| 
| tention - and both thele toge- 
ther inferring” his Wiſdom, Fu 
Mice, Mercy,and the reſt. bo, "ID 

; the 
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the Heathexs beſtowed ſeveral 
Names upon the Dezty, accord- 
ing to the ſeveral Parts of the 
@nverſe ; calling him, in the 
Starry Heaven and Zther, Fu- _ 
piter ; in the Air, Juno; in the 

_ Winds, Z9/as ; im the Sea, Nep- 
tune ; in the Farth and Subter- 
raneous Parts, Plato ; in Learn- 
ing, Knowledge, and Invention, 
Mercury, Minerva, and the Mu- 
fes ; 1n War, Mars ; in Pleaſure, 
FYenus; 1n Corn and the Pro- 
duction of Fruits of the Earth, 
Ceres; in Wine, Bacchas ; and 
the like. Under which feveral 

.| Appellations were ſignified one- 

| ly the various Operations of the 
| One Immenſe God : which makes 

.| Minutius well obſerve, That 

| Qui Jovem principem volunt, fat- 
| untur in nomine, fed de un Pote- 

ol State conſentiunt. | 

e D 2 Second 
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Second Article, That God us to be 


Worſhipped, _ 


As to the Second Article : 
Tho divers other Dezties, God- 
head's, or Divine Natures, have 
been celebrated or worſhipped 
more or leſs, in ſome inferiour 
or ſubordinate kind ; yet there 
5 no Agreement or Univerſal 
Conſent concerning the Worſhip 


of any other than the Supreme 


God ; in whom, Authors gene- 
rally ſay, all other Godhead or 


Divine Natures are worſhipped, 


Third Article, How God is to be 


Worſhipped. © 


As.to the Third Article: Tho 
divers Rzites, Myſterzes, and Sa- 


cra's, (as the Romans call them). 


- WCre 
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were introduced to the Worſhip 
of the Supreme God ; yet that 
there is no Univerſal Confent 
or Agreement concerning them, 
bur that a pure and untainted 
Mind, (as being conſcious 1n it 
ſelf of no Unworthineſs) toge- 
ther with a Virtuous and Pious 
Life, (teſtified by the Expreſſi- 
ons of Goodneſs and Charity to 
all Men) and accompanied with: 
Love, Faith, and Hope in God, 
were undoubted ways of Ser- 
_ving him: fie pura mente colen- 
Aus. The Ancient Fews and 
Modern Chriſtzans have many 
Rites and Ceremonies common 
with the Gextz/es ; which is more 
_ than vulgar Divizes do ima- 
gine. Molt of the Fewi/h Laws 
and Rztes were prattiſed indif- 
terently among the ZFeathens, 
or at leaſt did not much vary 
[3 from 
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from them, as the diligent Sear- 


chers into Antiquity well know. 
The Gezttles, as well as the Fews, 
held the moſt ſubſtantial Parts 
of Moſes his Doctrine, without 
differing in much more than 
certain particular Laws, more 
proper for that Country than 
any other ; as, their nor/cating 
Swines Fleſh, and making Adu!l- 
tery Death. Tf it be ſaid, That 
that. Precept in the Decalogae 
(againſt Graven Images) Was par- 
ticular to the Jews ; It will te 
tound a Miſtake : for that the 


Perſians, and otheir neighbour-. 


ing Nations, concurred therein, 
as well as the Fews ; as alſo in 
moſt of their other Command- 
ments: Thus Feriari Deo is ac- 
counted a kind of keeping a 
Sabboth, &c. amongſt the Zea- 
thens : And St. Auſtin (lib. 2.0. 

1:7 c#.09; 
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ch. 19. againſt Fauſtas) faith, 
That the Genrzi/es were not fo 
gfievouſly lapſed into the Wor- 


thip of Falſe God's, but that they 
retained the Opinion of Ore 


True God, from whom every 


Nature whatſoever is derived. 
Finally , Whatſoever tends to 
Mans Perfection, is eminently 
and primarily in God : But the 
Notions of Providence, Wiſdom, 
Fuſtice, Mercy, Love, Oc. tend 
to his Perfe&tion ; Ergo, Hence 
the Gentiles took their Riſe 


from themſelves, as believing 
that they were Gods Children, 


and made after his Image. 


Fourth Article, Of Repentance 


and S$acrifices. 


FN: As ro the Fourth Article - 
Tho Sacrjfces for the aboliſhing 
D. 4. | @ 
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of Sin of more than one ſort, 
as alſo Expiations , Luſtrations, 
and divers other Rzfes invented 
by the Sacerdotal Order, were 
uſed for the purging of Men from 


Sin ; yet was there no Univerſal | 


Conſent or Agreement concern- 


ng them. Burt that Repentance 


is a certain Sign of Gods Spirit 
working in us,and the onely Re- 
medy tor Sin that 1s declared 
publickly to all Mankind, and 


the moſt rational way to return 


ro God and Yertue, is by Univer- 
fal Conſent eſtabliſhed every 


where, without ſo much as the 


leaſt Contradiction. Not that 
I think God's Juſtice can be ſa- 
tisfied by meer Repentarce, and 
turning to a good Lite ; but 


| that a turther Sazisfadtion or Re- 


paration for our Offences againſt 


the Dzvine Majeſty. is required. 
Yet 


——, 7 
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Yet as there is no Univerſal 


Agreement concerning the 
Means how this is effected, (it 
being of greater Scrutiny than 


Mans Reaſon can attain unto). 


ſo I ſhall in part wave this Di- 
{courſe: and the rather, for that 
many do not ſee why (accord- 


ing to the ordivary Rules of 


Juſtice) God ſhould puniſh one 
Man for the Sins ot another : 


.or, to go further, for that Frail-. 


ty of our own Nature, which 


without. our Conſent was be-. 


ſtowed upon -us? To which, 


give me leave to add theſe few. 


Remarques. 1. Decipimur ſpe- 
cie ret; :; We have not 


a true Judgment of Y 5% ad 


m.- 


Good and Bad; eſteem- 


1ng many things Evil, which in- 
themſelves are not ſo. An Hi-. 
ſtory drawn in a Picture may. 


Ds: have-. 
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have in it Repreſentations of 


Pattels, Slaughters, Drunkards, 


Harlots, and Firing of Cities, 


Shipwracks, or the like ; and 
_ Yet may be as lovely a Piece of 
Painting, as if it repreſented an 
Aſſembly of Drvines: And fo, 


perhaps, in a Natural Conſidera-. 


tion, may be thought an Age 


that produces ſuch Actions, as 


_ well as if it brought forth none 
_ but Examples of Fertue. 2. We 
denominate Good and Ew1i/ one- 


Ip from our particular Inte- 
reſt ; ſo that perhaps our Yer- 
tues may prove but Falſe Money, 


of no imtrinfick. Value, although 


it bear the Stamp of our Ap- 
probation upon it. 3. A Well- 


being is the primary Appetite 
of Nature in all things; and fo 


as we judpe any thing more or 


leſs agreeing or contrary there- 
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to, ſo are we more or leſs incli- 
ning or averſe thereto: where- 
upon our Will, either for or 
againſt any thing, to do or for-. 
bear any thing, doth always 
tollow our Judgment ; whyzch 
Judgment 1s framed by ſeveral 
things, viz. the Temper of our 
Brain, & our Education,together 
with the various Encounters, 
Succeſſes, and Experiments in 
the Courſe of our Lives: all 

| which (itis manifeſt) are not in 
| our own power, but proceeds 
| from the Temper of our Pa-_ 
| rents, the Diet, Climate, and 
Cuſtoms of our Country, with 
diverſity of Occurrents and 
ConjunCtures of the Times; 
| which are produced with OP- 4 
portune Interventions of one 
another, in a continued Series of . 
God's Providence 1n the _ | 
| Qi. 
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of them, and of ſuch 7dea's as 
he thereby ſets before our Fan- 
ſie. "Tis apparent that he. does 
thereby lead and guide all our 


Thoughts, Words,and | 


of Fredeftt. |Adtions; yet not by 


naticn and 


 Freew.ll, any violent Protrult- 


on, but by our own 
Conſent, either by way of De- 
light,or as to the leſſer Evil; and 


ever by Opinion, whether true 
- or erroneous. So-that our Con- 


ſent not being violated, but led 
on by our own Choice, we juſt- 


iy become liable to Praiſe or 


Blame, and yet are in all our 
Ways under 4gj Infallible Con- 
duct of God. 4. As our Body 
is a Portion of Gre Body of the 
World, fo is our Spirit, which 
puides and acts us,a Beam of the 


Spirit of. God ; which alſo, tho 


AR 1ts OW: Nature clear, yet. 1s 


that. 


þ 
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that Clearneſs in. us more or 
leſs, according to our Temper 
whereinto 1t- ſhines : Thus we 
find our ſelves of diflterent Fan= 


cles, when we are Phlegmatick, 


or when our Blood 1is Black and 
Groſs, ſrom what weare when 
our Blood and Brain is Pure and 
Thin ; and accordingly our 
Judgment grows more or leſs 
perſpicacious and rectified ; and 


by conſequence the Inclinati- 


ons of our Will better or worſe : 


yet therein no violence is of-' 


ter d us. Spiritus in Nobis non 


manet in Identitate, ſed recens 


zngeritur, per renouvarionem Conr 


tinuam, ficut flamma, ſed velocioe 
re tranſitu, quia res eft. ſpiritug- 


lior. Nos enim quotidie fat 


ſumus ex is que tranſeunt in nos 


morimur & renaſcimur quotidie, 
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& perſonam quam tranſeuutem. 


non ſentimas, tandem pertranſiſſe 


 agnoſcimus. Nulla eft autem re- 

rum tranſitio in nos nit per. viam 
Alimeuti: Omne Alimentum re- 
 ſpeftu Alimentandi eſt confumile & 


debilius : Alimentantis corpus 


fuccreſcit nobis in corpus ; ſpiritus 
in ſpiritu : non tamen proportio 
atriuſque fit nobis ad proportionem 


cibi © potus, aut aeris, niſi a nobis 


bene ſuperantur; aliter etenim non 


alant, ingeſta, ſed opprimunt ft 


fortiora ſunt, corrumpunt (1 difſi- 


milia, idque plus minuſve pro gra- 
du in utreque: Ideoque quo melius 
res procedat multa fiert oportet - 
primum prudens elettio ( mode- 


ratio eorum, que ingerenda ſunt ; 


& dernceps debita Pit rahgy« 


per artem, ut nobis ſimiliora & 


$7. ze. | . 
debiliora fiant*; ex parte noſtri 
precipuum eft exercitium fre- 

 quens, 
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quens, fed modicum, quo calor na= 


turalis vigeat. Again, The Al- 


teration of our Judgment from 


outward Occurrences is alſo of 


great importance to preſent us 


with new /dea's, which divert 


us this way or that way, and ſo 
into Miſchief or Preſervation, 
yet always by our own e/eftzon : 


As for example, A Man going 
to London, perhaps finding the 


_ way dirty, leaves it, and takes 
into a Bie-way, whereby he mi. 
ſes Thieves, who were then on 
the Road, although he knew not 


of them ; or, perhaps, lights 
upon another Miſchance in this 


Way, which he had miſſed in 


| the other: Here is God's Condatt 


of him, either to his Good or 


Harm , leading him by that 


1zea of avoiding Dirt, yet with- 
out Compulfion, and by his Free 


Eleftion - 


wi cCea 
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Eleftion ; wherefore he cannot 
complain but of himſelf : Yer 
God did undoubtedly from all 
Eternity both foreſee and decree 
this E/ettion, with the Event 


which ſhould to:ilow thereon. 


For thus God doth cver manage 
us by the Temper ot our Boay, 


with his inoperating. 'Splrit. 


therein ; and by meeting us 


from Without in ſuch Encoun- 


ters and Occurrences, as will 


infallibly carry us by our own. 
Choice into ſuch things as from 


all Eternity he had ordained. 
5. Some will here object, That 
if God gives us to will or to re- 
faſe,and that it were not. in our 
own power to wif or to refuſe, 
then how could we be praiſed or 


puniſhed for ought we 4, .or 
neglect todo2 To which I ans 
ſwer, Juſt as well as it beſals bs 
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for having Fle/þ and Blood: 
Our having Fle/þ and Blood. 

makes us ſubject to much Pan 
and Pleaſure ; and yet this our 
Body of Fleſh and Blood was 
given us of God, when we had 
no power to refuſe it: And if 
we put our Finger or any Li- 
ving Creature by force into the 
Fire, it.will ſmart and fuffer as 
mueh, as if it had gone in by 
its own deſire; for the ground 
of its /afferivg 18 not in the be- 
ing willing, or anwilling, but in 

t its diſagreeableneſs to Fire. And 
ſo when a Man takes into de- 
bauched intemperate Courſes, 

| he falls into Diſeaſes ; and whe- 
ther God or himſelf drive him, ' 
that is not the Point; the true 
Cauſe is, the venomous and op- 
preſſive Humours which by , 
theſe Courſes he puts into his 
Body, 7 = 
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Body, deſtruftive to its own 
Nature. 6. And /afiiy, It was 
well ſaid of one, who having 


contrived and put in execution | 


a [ing and politick Buſineſs, 
and being asked, Whether it was 


his own Care, or Divine Provi- 
dence, that had brought this. 


great Work to paſs? he replied, 


Fuit certe Providentia .Divina, 


fed que per me trav/tit. For if 


we ſhould ſee a Sur-bearn in at a 
Hole enlightning a dart Room, 
'twould be a very ſhallow Con- 
_ ception, to ſuppoſe that this 
Beam did move or enlighten 
one way or other, otherwiſe 


than as it felf was continually 
enlightned and carried about 


by its Original the San , from 
whom it can never beſeparated, 
nor have any Vertue 'apart : 


And the very ſame Relation. 
| -1-7 and 


| 
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and Condition has each parti- 


cular Man's Spirit with the 
Spirit of God. Dei opus ſumus 
0s parentibus inſtrumentis ; atli- 
oneſque noſtre Dei ſunt opera i= 
Strumentis nobis, ſed per elettio- 
vem noſtram agentibus : Iſta vero 
eleftio per aptas conjuntturas & 


Ideas adeo immiſſas imvitatur & 


regitur : ideoque nos Creature 
ſumus momentanee e@terni Det 


oftendant fata, nec ultra efſe ſ1- 

nunt : velutt effigies in Auleis. 
This Ti% Oz, or Divinum ali- 
quid, 1s that which actuates all ; 


co diſcern it, makes us faſten 
either upon Elementary Quali- 
| ties, as Hippocrates and Galen 


portions,as the Modern Deſcartes 
doth, But notwithſtanding we 
1 are 


156 eh quas tantum terris 


but our Capacity not being able 
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do; or upon Geometrical Pro- 


68 ||| || Relzgio Earci. 
are thus to ſeek, yet the moſt 
probable Conjecture of rhe 
Anima Mund?s Operation, 15, 
That per Condenſationem © Ra- 
refationem partes Mundi Corpo- 
 ree ſiunt SPIrItMs, & ſpirituales 
flunt corpora, ficque eterne retro 
aguntur omnia ; © cum Microcoſ- 
mus a Mundo trahit, vivit Mi- 


erocoſmus: cum Mundus a Micro- 


coſmo trahit, deficit Microcoſmus, 
But now to conclude my Re- 


Of Repen- 


tance. 


Fourth Article, of Re- 
| pentance ; give me 
leave to offer theſe few Conſi- 
derations following, which may 
perhaps not be impertinent for 
the directing of us in this difh- 
cult Point. #7r/t, That he that 
judgeth Man, is his Father, and 
_doth look on him as a frail 
Creature, obnoxious to Sin. 
Secondly, 


marques upon this 


Religro Latct. | 
Secondly,That he generally finds 
Men fin rather out of this Frail- 

ty, than out of any deſire to of- 
tend his Divine Majeſty. Thirdly, 
That if Man had been made 1in- 
wardly prone to ſin, and yet 
deſtitute of all inward Means 
to return to him again, he had 

been not onely remedileſs in 


QA 
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himſelf, but more miſerable than 
it could be ſuppoſed an fine 
Goodneſs did at firſt create, and 
doth itill perpetuate Humane 
kind. Fourthly, T hat Man can 
| do no more on his part, for the 
ſatisfying of Divine Fuſt ice, than 
to be heartily ſorry and repent 
|him of his $zzs, as well as to en- 
deavour through his Grace to 
return to the Right way, from 
which through his Tranſgreſſi- 
[on he had erred: Or if thys did 
not ſufixce for the making of 
._ | Ws 
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his Peace, that the Supreme God, 
by inflicting ſome Temporal 
Puniſhment in this Life, might 
fatisfie his own Juſtice. Fifthly, 
and laſtly, That if Temporal Pu- 
niſhment in this Life were too 
little for the Sin committed, 
he might yet inflict a greater 
Puniſhment hereafter in the 
other Life, however, without 
giving eternal Damnation to 
thoſe, who (if not for the love | 
of Goodneſs) yet at leaſt upon ! 
' ſenſe of Puniſhment, would not 
ſin eternally. Notwithſtand- 
ing, ſince theſe things may | 
again be controverted, I ſhall } 
inſiſt only upon this one «z:/ver- 

Sally - acknowledged P repoſt 1tiom, 
viz. That Repentance 1s the onely 
known and publick Means which 
on our part 1s required for ſatiſ- 
Hig the Divine Juſtice, and 
rerurning 
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returning to the Right way of | 


ſerving God. 


of Reward and Puniſhment ; 


after Death. 


As to the Fifth and laſt Artg- 


cle, Of a Future Reward or Pus 


niſhment : Tho concerning the 


Place, Quantity, Quality, Man- 
| ner, or Duration of Reward or 
| Puniſhment after this Life, there 
15 no univerſal Conſent or A- 
greement; yet that the Souls 


_ of Pious, Vertuous, and Good 


Men enjoy a better State aſter 
this Life, and Vicious Wicked 
Men a worſe, is univerſally ac- 
knowledged by all Religions, 
hardly any of the [ndzans ex- 
cepted ; it being congruous to 
 Reaſon,and the Notions we have 
of Divine Juſtice , that Good 

; Men 
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Men (eſpecially thoſe who were 
afflicted in this Lite) ſhould re- 
ceive their Reward hereafter, as 
well as that Wicked Men (who 
were happy here) ſhould have in 
the next World condign Puniſh- 
ment. Which I ſay , becauſe 


thereis no other Univerſal Rule, 


whereby to guide our Beliet 
concerning God's Juſtice here- 
after; but that his Puniſhment 
Is proportionable to the Offence: 
whilſt Reward paſſing all Pro- 
portion 1s given to us, not one- 
ly according to his acceptation 
of our pious Endeavours and 
Actions, but alſo according to 
the Extent and Latitude ot his 
Infinite Goodneſs and Mercy, 
in Creating, Redeeming, and. 
Preſerving, us. 

Now theſe Five Points may 
be matter of great Joy to all 
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Men, ſince hereby they may 


wo 


perceive, that the Z/»7ver/al Pro- 
widence of God hath proceeded 
thus far in giving Means for 
Salvation to all Mankind, and 
therein declared himſelf Commu- 
1s Pater. Neither can I ima- 


gine ſo much as any one Arti- 


cle more In Common Reaſon, that 
could make Man berter, or more 
pious, when the atoreſaid Frue 
Articles were rightly explicated 
and obſerved. 


| Merits and Satisfattion of others, 


I did perceive indeed divers 


| Points added hereunto, which 


gave much eaſe and relaxation 
to Mens Minds; while they were 
taught to truſt chiefly to the 


| Merits and Satisfation of o- 


[thers, for the obtaining of their 


E Ever- 
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Everlaſting Hapvineſs ; fo that 


although the Dottrine of Good 
Works and Repentance were ſe- 
riouſly inculcated into Mens 
Minds, yet it may be found, 
that they did not uſually ſo 
much fix themſelves _ as 
on the aforeſaid Satisfaction ; 

while they ſaid, all their Works 
were corrupt and abominable, 
and that (of themſelves) they 


could not ſo much as think a | 


good Thought; and conſequent- 
ly pretended to Heaven out of | 
an Implicite Faith and Belief 
| that this Buſineſs was done to 
their Hands, rather than out of 
thole Works they ſeemed fo 
much to diſclaim: Like two 
Apprentices, both of equal Parts, 
and bound to the fame Maſter 
and Trade ; when, nevertheleſs, 
one of them, for want of any 

other 
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' other Relief, depending wholly 


upon his Trade, follows it dili- 
gently, and grows. valtly Rich; 
whereas the other (his Fellow- 
Prentice) having an Expectation 
of ſome Paternal Eſtate of Inhe- 


| ritance, does ſo much depend 
thereon, as makes him not only 


negle& his 7rade, but fall into 
thoſe vicious Courſes, as makes 
him out-run his Eſtate kefore he 


has it: And the contrary 1s 


rarely ſeen, tio not 1mpoilible. 
Predeſtinatiou and Elettion. 


Again, I did find 1n others a 
Doftrine of Predeſtination 1o 
taught, that Men did chiefly 
truſt to God's Etreryal Eleftion of 
them before all Worlds : For, as 
they ſaid, there was a certain 
Maſs, from which God (out of 
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his bad Pleaſure) choſe ſome, 
and reprobated others. And 
theſe Men I noted to be rather 
inquiſitive (through the help of 
their 7: eachers ) whether they 
were of the Number of the 
Ele&, than ſtudious to work out 
their Salvation by the good 
Degrees above related : So that, 
although their Teachers did in- 
deed exhort them to a Good 


Life and Repentance,no leſs than 


the former, yet as Men derived 
not the next Cauſes of their 
Salvation from their own good 
Endeavours or Adﬀions, fo much 
as from the Secret Counſels of 
God ; ſo they commonly inter- 
mitted much of their proper 
Duties, as believing either they 
could not fall grievouſly, or at 
leaſt that ſuch Remedies are 


provided for them, as they 
ſhould 


Religio Laict, 77 
ihould not finally periſh ; From 
whence one may obſerve, that 


Yertue hath ſuffered no ſmall _ 
Detriment thereby. 


Merit by Good Works. 
Notwithſtanding all which, I 


would not have Men conceive, 


that they could by their Good 
Works merit any thing of God, 
(any more than a Subject of 
. England doth of the King, by 
his forbearing to commit Felo- 
»y or Treaſon) but that I hope 
Men may aſlure themſelves, 
that when really they do the 


beſt they can, 1t were better to 


truſt God's Infinite Mercy for the 
acceptance of thoſe Good Works, 


joyned with Faith in and Love | 


| to God, than to draw Concluſ- 


ons of the Certainty of their 


E- 3. Sal. 
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his good Pleaſure) choſe ſome, 


and reprobated others. And 


theſe Men I noted to be rather 


inquiſitive (through the help of 
their Zeachers ) whether they 
were of the Number of the 
Ele, than ſtudious to work out 


their Salvation by the good 


Degrees above related : So that, 
although their Teachers did. in- 
deed exhort them to a Good 
Life and Repentance,no leſs than 


the former, yet as Men derived 


not the next Caules of their 
Salvation from their own good 
Endeavours or Actions, fo much 
as from the Secret Counſels of 
God ; ſo they commonly inter- 


mitted much of their proper 
| Duties, as believing either they 


could not fall grievouſly, or at 
leaſt that ſuch Remedies are 
provided for them, as they 


ſhould 
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ihould not finally periſh ; From 
whence one may obſerve, that 
Yertue hath ſuffered no ſmall 
Detriment thereby. 


Merit by Good Works, | 


Notwithſtanding all which, I 


would not have Men concetve, 
that they could by their Good 
Works merit any thing of God, 


(any more than a Subject of 7 
England doth of the King, by 


his forbearing to commit Felo- 
ny or Treaſon) but that T hope 
| Men may aſlure themſelves, 
that when really they do the 


beſt they can, 1t were better to 
| truſt God's [vufinite Mercy tor the 
acceptance of thoſe Good Works, 
joyned with Faith in and Love 


to God, than to draw Concluſ- 


ons of the Certainty of their: 


Ex Sal- 
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Salute conl from thoſe ſecret and 
hidden Conn/els of the Great God, 
which no Power of Man can 
reach unto. 


Remilſion of Sins, 
Moreover, 1 found others, 


who, though they did not ſay 
they could tell who were Pre- 


de'jtinated, but, in ſtead thereof, 
recommended Good Forks, as 
the moſt effectual Means on our 


Parts for the coming to Go, 
did yet otherwiſe teach divers 


things, which, teing not right- 


ly underſtood, derogated not 2 
little from the Scverity of Yer- 
?ue : For, (as they faid } "they had 
Power to remit Sins ; wad this 
Remiſſion (again ) was granted 
upon no very difhcult Terms : 
Men did not fear to return to 
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Sin again, when they found 


| Pardon fo eaſte. Which Abuſe, 


as alſo ſome of thoſe above- 
mentioned, I conceive rather to 


proceed from the pronereſs of 


Men to Sz, than from the Do- 


(rine of their Prieſts and Teach- 
ers. I could enlarge my felt. 
much upon this Argument, but 


that I am unwilling to tranſ- 
greſs my Bounds,eſpecially ſince 
[ believe my ſelf ſufficiently un- 


_ derſtood. Beſides, I find I can- 


not ſpeak more of theſe ſeveral 
Doctrines, without entring into 
Controver/tes, and making uſe of 
thoſe Polemical Weapons, and. 
engaging into ſuch a Sprritxal 
Warfare, Which as a Laick I 
mean never to trouble my ſelf 
with. However, I hopeTI may 
ſo tar expreſs my ſelf, as to with 


all rhoſe Points that concern 
E. 4+ Pardon 
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Pardon and Forgiveneſs of Sins, 
in any extraordinary way, (on 
what Side ſoever) may be wari- 
ly taught, and on ſuch Terms, 
"I upon what Promiſe or Com- 


fortable Doftrine loever preſent- 


ed to Mankind, nothing may 
be detracted from that Yertue 
and Goodneſs which ought to be 
the perpetual Exercye of our 
Life; leſt occaſion be given to 
make Men more ready and bold 
to./zn again : ſince while. Men. 
attend chiefly to thoſe outward. 
Helps or Remedies, they uſually 
comply not ſo entirely with 
their proper Duties. 

Now theſe Five Articles be- 

ing. thus declared, which, if 
Mean did embrace, would alone 


aſſert a Citholique Church ; and 


it being likewiſe demonſtrated 


how Nec ary 1t_ 1s for every. 


Man 
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Man to begin there, before he 
deſcend to the whole Coxtext or 
Bulk of any one Religion, which 
he may find controverted in di- 
vers Apes and Countries ; I hall 
now deliver the Reaſons for 
which I principally embraced 
them, 

Firft, Becauſe there is no 0- 
ther open and maniteſt no 
extant to Mankind, whereby it 
- 15 pollible to eſtabliſh God's »;- 


erſal Providence, which yet 1s 


his hi, gheſt A rexel 
Secondly, T That I find nothing 


can be added to them, which 
will make a Man really more: 
vertuous and good,than the afore- 
faid Five Articles or Points, 
when they are ſufficiently in- 


 culcated in Mens Hearts. 


Thirdly, That however the. 
Dodrines TE Ide thereto were in- 


Ec deed 
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deed comfortable and full of 
Promiſe to thoſe who believe 
 them{|; yet, ſince I obſerved in 
general, that Men took occaſion 
thereby to grow more bold in 
| Sinving, | began to doubt whe- 
ther they did not derogate from 
the Severity. of Yertue: And be-. 
ſides, I found that thoſe Points 
were more controverted , than 
that 'the Age of any one Man. 
could untie and diffolye the 
Intricacies in them. 
Fourthly, That | found all 
Myſteries, Sacraments, and Re- 
velations, tended chiefly to the 
Eſtabliſhment of theſe Five Ar- 
ticles, as being at leaſt thePrin- 
cipal End for the which thoſe 
Rites wereordained. 
Fifthly, and laſtly, That 1 
thought the doing ſome good 
mere Jſrabing ſome good Word, 
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or r thinking ſome good Thought, 
were more neceſlary Exerciſes 
oft my Lite, than that TI ſhould 
omit them for any Confiderati- 
on Whatſoever. 

Having thus therefore ſetled 
theſe Five Points, as Fundamen- 
tal, and together demonſtra- 
ted, that. we ought to give 
them the firſt place 1n our Ae- 


ligion ; | ſhall come to that. 


Supplemental Part, called Faith, 
which Word (as I find among 
Authors) is uſed in two divers 
Senſes, and thus dittinguiſhed - 


Firſt, As 1t 1s underitood to be a . 


firm Allent given to Things 
paſt, upon the Credit and Au- 
thority of others. And , ſecond- 
ly, As tt 1s taken for 2 Faculty 
s. the Sox/, laying hold and fix- 


it ſelf on God's Providence 
b. IIY; hereafter, it we do. 
the beſt we can. Where. 
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Where we muſt obſerve : 


That as. the /ir/t Faith hath its 
next or molt immediate Teſti- 


money from Man, and conſc- 
quently 1s true or falſe, as they 
who firſt affirmed it, were: So 
the ſecond Faith 1s by all Chur- 


| ches held neceſlary to be uſcd 


25 the beſt means fer the uni- 
ting of our Seuls with God, when 


\ true Piety and a Good Life do 


concur ; inſomuch as I am con- 
fident FN latter kind of Faith 


'may be found in good Men, tho 


no 7radition of tormer times e- 
ver come to their Knowledge: 
Whereas the other Faith, de 
pending chiefly on Revelations, 
Miracles,and Prophecies, hath in 


it. many Difficulties, as I have 


ſaid betore, and is not only con- 
troverted among the ſtricter 
Proſelytes of it, but in a manner 
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rejected by thoſe Nationsamong 


whom other Faiths have been 
taught by their Lawgzvers; for 


_ all Hazths haye been ſhaken, but 


thoſe only which ſtand upon 


the Baſis of Common Reaſon. 


Notwithſtanding all which, as 
I.thought, it concerned me, a-. 


mong thoſe ſeveral and miracu- 


. Jous Traditions, (-which were 


not impoſlible to have been true, 
if God lo pleaſed) not to diſtruſt 
and doubt of all, Wherefore I 
applyed my felt chiefly to the 
Chriſtian Faith contained in the 
Holy Bible, as having in 1t more 
exact Precepts for the Teaching 
us. 2 good life and repentance, 


than any other Book whatſoe- 


ver tiat | could meet with: and 


beſides 1 found my felt (through 


Gods Providence ) born 1n the 


- Chriſtian Clurch, and inſtrufted. 
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even from my Infancy in the. 


Holy Doftrines drawn trom 
thence. But as together I ob- 
ſerved many things taught in 
the faid Church, which were not 
only vehemently oppoſed by o- 
ther Chriſtian Ghurches, but alſo 
repudiated 1n their chief parts 
among other Nations : So, I 
tound no ſuch ſolid Founilation 
to build this my Faith upon, 
as the Authority 1n general of 
the Chriſtian Ch (14 ch : reſolving 
according to the faying of a 

Learned Father, That thoſe things 
[ never had known without the 
Church, TI never had believed 
without it.. Neither did the Con- 
troverlies among them much 
move me, ſince being a meer 
Laick, 1 had neither Will nor 
Leiſure to engage my ſelf in the 
clearing of thoſe doubts; the 

ſcruples 


by. 
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ſcruples of thoſe varioully a- 
gitated diſputes by Men equal- 
ly Learned, being of ſuch in- 
tricacy, that I ſaw more and 
more might be ſaid about them, 
than that I ſhould preſume to 
determine any thing by the 


Judgment of the bett Authors 


1 could peruſe on either fide: 
So that for my final reſolution, 


I thought the beſt grounds of 


my Faith ought to be taken 
trom thoſe points which were 
piouſly aſſented to by all Chrz- 

/tians, and might aptly conſiſt 
» with my aforementioned Eve 


Articles ; But for: the. diſputes 


and controverſies of Learned 


Men, to lay them aſide, until. 


they were agreed amongſt 
themſelves; and in the mean 
while to attend a good /ife, and 


repentance,alluring my ſelf, that 


11 
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In the quality of a Laick or Se- 


calar Ferſon, my time was bet- 
ter imployed ſo, than in the 1n- 
explicable ſubthties of the School. 
men. To conclude, I embraced 
the froe Catholick Articles for the 
Reaſons above mentioned ; from 
whence coming to the Pair ines 
of Faith, ] believed piouſly, 
upon the reverend Authority of | 
tne Church, that which was una- 
n1mouſly eaught by them, with- 
out 'any contradictions: All 
which I have here ſet down, 
ang no intention to ſcandalize 
, but only to give a Reaſon 
a ; well of thoſe Points which 
be known, as of thoſe 
wc are already believed in 
the Chriſtian Religion - And al- 
1o to induce men by theſe Prin- 
ciples to the Pradtice of a good 
life, and bleſled concord among, 


them- | 
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Religio Laict, 89 
themſelves ; fince having joint-. 
ly received theſe five Catholick: 

_ Points, there will be leſs occa(ſt- 
on of hate and difſention about 
the reſt: So that the different 
Opznions amongſt them might ; 
be argued with lefs violence and F} 
paſſion, the Points wherein they | 

_ are agreed being, greater bonds | 
of Loveand Amity among them, 
than that they ſhould be diſlolv- 
ed on any leſſer occaſion. And 
certainly, unlels the Method I 
have here propoſed be effectual 
to.this purpoſe, I ſee no hope 
that any good Reconciliation: | | 
can follow among the Principal [|| 
 Sefts of the Chriſtian Religzom ; 

| ſince the one aftrming the Scri- | 
 pture to be the ſole Judge of: ty 


- - AJ 
Controverſies, and the other ſay- |! 
ing that the Church alone ſhould | 


dtermine them, they ſeem like | 
perſons 
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perſons in variance, who diſa- 


 greeing about their Arbitrators 


or Fudges, are hopeleſs that the © 
bulines in Queſtion 'between 


them ſhould ever come to a juſt 


Tryal, and find an indifferent or 


equal Deciſion. Now upon all 


that hath been ſaid, give me 


leaveTo raiſe theſe few Queries, 1 


_ and fo conclude. 


Queries proving the validis fy of 


the five Articles. 


1. Whc ther there be any Ti 
God, but he that uleth Vniverſal 


Pro vidence concerning the means 


of compa ro him? 

.- Whether theſe means ap- 
pear univerſally otherwiſe, than 
in our atoreſazd fve Catholick 
Articles 2? 

3. FFhether any thing can be 
| added 
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added to theſe Five Principles, 
that may tend to make a Man 
more honeſt, vertuons, or a better 
Man 2? 

4. Whether any things that 
| are added to theſe Five Princi- 
ples from the Deftrine of Faith, 
be not uncertain in their Orz- 
. grnal ? | 

5. Suppoſing the Originals 
true, Whether yet they be not 
uicertain 1n their Explications, 
{ſo that unleſs a Man read all 
Authors, ſpeak with all Learned 
Men, and know all Languages, 
it be not impoliible to come to 
a clear Solution of all Doubts ? 

6. Suppoling all zr«e in their 
Orizinals, and in their Explica- 
tions, Whether yet they be fo 
good for the inſtruQting of Man- 
kind, that bring Pardon of Six 
upon ſuch ceatie Terms, as to be- 

' _ NEVE 
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lieve the Buſineſs is done to our 
Hands ? And, T5 

7. Whether this Doftrine doth 
not derogate from FYertue and 

Goodneſs, whilſt our beſt Actions 
are repreſented as Imperfect 
and Sinful, and that it is 1mpoſ- 
{ible to keep the Ten Command- 

_ ments, ſo as God will accept our 

_ Adions, doing the beſt we can? 

8. Whether ſpeaking good 
Words, thinking good Thoughts, 


_ ard doing good Adtions, be not. 


the juſt Exerciſe of a Mans Lite». 
Or that without embracing of 

the foreſaid Five Principles or. 
Fundamentals 3 it be poſlible to 

keep Peace among Men, that 

God may be well ſerved ? 


9. Whether the foreſaid Five 


Principles do not beſt agree with. 

the Precepts given in the Ze 

Commandments,and with the Two. 
| Precepts _ 
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Precepts of Feſus Chriſt, viz. To 


love God above all,and our Neigh- 


bour as our ſelves? As well as 
with the Words of Sr. Peter, 


That in every Nation he which 
feareth God, and worketh Righte- 


ouſneſs, is accepted of God ? 
10. Whether the Dotrine of 


Faith can by Humane Reaſon be . 


ſuppoſed or granted to be 7afal- 


ible, unleſs we are infallibly aſ- 


ſured, that thoſe who teach this 


Doftrine do know the Secret 
Counſels of God ? . 
11. Whether all things in the 


Scriptures, ( beſides the Moral 


Part, which agrees with our 
Five Principles) ſuch as Prophe- 
cy, Miracles, and Revelations de- 
pending on the Hi/fory, may 
not be ſo far examined, as to be 
made appear by what Authority 
they are or may be received? 

| Iz. Whether 
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12. Whether in Humane Rea- 


ſon any one may or ought to be 


convinced by one /ingle Teſtimo- 
zy, fo far as to believe things 


colitrary to, or beſides Reaſon 2 


13. And laſtly, Whether, it it 
were granted they had Reve/a- 
tz0ns, | am obliged to accept.of 


anothers Revelation for the 


Ground of my Faith 2 Eſpecially 
it it doth any ways oppoſe theſe 
Five Articles, that are grounded 

upon the Law of Na- 


The Liv of pure, which is God's 
Nature unal- 


rerable univerſal Magna Char- 
| Fa, Enacted | by the 
All-wiſe and Supreme Being from 
the beginning of the World, and 
theretore not to be deſtroyed or 
altered by every whiffling Pro- 
clamation of an Enthuſtaſt. 
Finally , Submitting this Di- 


ſcourſe to my Impartial and Ju- 
HE dictous 
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dicious Reader, I ſhall conclude 


with the Saying of Faſtin Mar- 
FRE 2 Þ. 83. Kat or play Ads &KCo 
That all thoſe who lived accord- 
ing to the Rule of Reaſon, were 
Chriſtians, notwithſtanding that 


they might have been accounted 


as Atheiſts : ſuch as, among the 
Greeks, were Socrates, Heracli- 
tus, and the like ; and among the 


Barbarians, Abraham and Aza- 


rias: For all thoſe who lived, or 
do now live, according to the Rule 


of Reaſon, are Chriſtians, and in 


an aſſured quiet condition, Apol. 
cont. Iry pin. : 
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